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SUBJECT: CUBAN CLANDESTINE MILITARY SUPPORT FOR MPLA IN 
ANGOLA 

FOR AMBASSADOR OR CHARGE FROM ASST SECY ROGERS 

1. IF YOU DEEM IT APPROPRIATE OR HELPFUL YOU SHOULD FIND 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO BRING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CON- 
CERNING CUBAN CLANDESTINE ASSISTANCE TO THE SOVIET SUP- 
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PORTED MPLA IN ANGOLA AT THE MOST APPROPRIATE LEVEL IN THE 
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GOVERNMENT TO WHICH YOU ARE ACCREDITED. THIS INFORMATION 
SHOULD BE PRESENTED IN TWO CONTEXTS: A) THE VALIDITY OF 
MPLA CLAIMS TO REPRESENT THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE WHEN THE TIME 
COMES TO CONSIDER DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION AFTER PORTUGAL 

GRANTS ANGOLA INDEPENDENCE ON NOVEMBER 1 1 ; AND B) THE NEED 
FOR CONTINUAL VIGILANCE IN MONITORING CUBAN ACTIVITIES IN 
THOSE COUNTRIES OF THIS HEMISPHERE WHERE CUBANS HAVE 
ALREADY ESTABLISHED A PHYSICAL PRESENCE. CUBAN ACTIVITIES 
IN ANGOLA DEMONSTRATE ON A RATHER LARGE SCALE CUBAN CAPA- 
BILITIES FOR EXPORTING REVOLUTION AND READINESS TO USE 
THEM IN COOPERATION WITH USSR AND WHERE THIS SERVES A 
PARTICULAR SOVIET INTEREST. 

2. CUBAN MORAL AND MATERIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE SOVIET 
SUPPORTED POPULAR MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION OF ANGOLA 
(MPLA) STRETCHES BACK AS FAR AS THE PAST 10 YEARS DURING 
WHICH TIME SEVERAL HUNDRED MPLA CADRE HAVE RECEIVED MILI- 
TARY INDOCTRINATION AND TRAINING IN CUBA, IN MPLA REAR 
BASES IN THE CONGO AND MORE RECENTLY IN MPLA BASES IN 
ANGOLA ITSELF. SEVERAL DOZEN CUBAN INSTRUCTORS HAVE BEEN 
INVOLVED IN THIS INSTRUCTION, SOME OF WHOM WERE LOCATED 
AT THE MPLA TRAINING BASE AT MASSANGANO, ANGOLA, ALONG 
WITH SOVIET MILITARY ADVISORS. 

3. CUBWN ASSISTANCE HAS INTENSIFIED GREATLY SINCE LATE 
SEPTEMBER 1975 BOTH IN TERMS OF MEN AND MATERIAL WHICH 
HAVE BEEN BOTH AIR AND SEA LIFTED INTO ANGOLA, EITHER 
DIRECTLY TO PORTO AMBOIM, SOUTH OF LUANDA, OR INDIRECTLY 
THROUGH POINTE NOIRE IN THE CONGO. AT LEAST TWO AND 
POSSIBLY THREE CUBAN SHIPS WERE IN CONGOLESE AND ANGOLAN 
WATERS DURING THE FIRST WEEK IN OCTOBER 1975; THE "ISLAS 
CORAL" WHICH CAN CARRY UP TO 500 TROOPS; THE "VIET NAM 
HEROICA" WHICH CAN CARRY UP TO 700 TROOPS; AND THE "LA 
PLATA" WHICH CAN CARRY SMALL CONTINGENTS OF TROOPS ALONG 
WITH HER HOLD CARGO. THE "ISLA CORAL" AND THE "VIET NAM 
HEROICA" DISCHARGED AN ESTIMATED 700 CUBAN SOLDIERS AT 
PORTO AMBOIM DURING THE FIRST WEEK IN OCTOBER. AT 
APPROXIMATELY THE SAME TIME CUBAN TROOPS AND WAR MATERIEL 
WERE BEING DISEMBARKED FROM THREE CUBAN SHIPS AT POINTE 
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NOIRE IN THE CONGO. MILITARY SUPPLIES WERE UNLOADED, 
INCLUDING TANKS, ARMORED VEHICLES, TRUCKS AND NUMEROUS 
CRATES CONTAINING WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION. THE UNLOADINGS 
WERE HANDLED SO AS TO FACILITATE ONWARD MOVEMENT TO 
ANGOLA BY OVERLAND CONVOY AND BY COASTAL VESSELS CON- 
TROLLED BY THE MPLA. AT LEAST 900 CUBAN MILITARY 
PERSONNEL ARRIVED IN THE CONGO DURING THE LATE SEPTEMBER 
EARLY OCTOBER PERIOD AND AFTER A BRIEF BILLET, APPROX- 
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IMATELY HALF WENT TO ANGOLA. THE REMAINDER WAS SENT TO 
THE BORDER AREA OF THE ENCLAVE OF CABINDA. 

4. DURING OCTOBER CUBAN INTENSIFIED ASSISTANCE INVOLVED 
THE FOLLOWING: 

A. ON 17 OCTOBER TWO PLANES BEARING NO REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS ARRIVED IN POINTE NOIRE TO TRANSPORT TO ANGOLA 
CUBAN TROOPS WHO HAD ARRIVED RECENTLY ON THE CUBAN SHIP 
"LA PLATA." EACH PLANE MADE THREE TRIPS. AND THE LAST 
CONTINGENT OF CUBANS LEFT POINTE NOIRE ON THE MORNING 

OF 19 OCTOBER. 

B. DURING THE PERIOD 16-18 OCTOBER SOVIET PLANES 
ARRIVED IN BRAZZAVILLE FROM CUBA. THESE PLANES CARRIED 
BETWEEN 800 AND 1,000 CUBAN TROOPS AND TWO CUBAN MEDICAL 
DOCTORS ALL OF WHOM WERE BILLETED IN EXPROPRIATED HOUSES 
AROUND THE CONGOLESE GENERAL STAFF HEADQUARTERS. THE 
CUBAN TROOPS WERE CONFINED TO THEIR QUARTERS AND CONGOLESE 
MILITARY PERSONNEL WERE FORBIDDEN TO TALK WITH THEM. ONE 
GROUP OF THESE CUBANS LEFT THE CONGO THE NIGHT OF 20/21 
OCTOBER AND THE LAST GROUP LEFT DURING THE NIGHT OF 

24/25 OCTOBER. 

C. ON 23 OCTOBER SOVIET PLANES CARRYING MATERIEL AND A 
TOTAL OF 480 BLACK CUBAN SOLDIERS, LANDED AT THE MAYA 
MAYA AIRBASE IN THE CONGO. ON 26 OCTOBER, 160 CUBANS 
ARRIVED AND LATER DEPARTED FOR ANGOLA THE SAME DAY. 

D. ON 29 OCTOBER 300 CUBANS AND 60 ANGOLAN PILOTS WHO 
HAD BEEN UNDERGOING TRAINING IN CUBA ARRIVED AT MAYA 
MAYA AIRBASE. 
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E. IN LATE OCTOBER A CONGOLESE MILITARY PLANE WITH A 
50-PASSENGER CAPACITY MADE THREE FLIGHTS TO GUINEA- 
BISSEAU TO PICK UP CUBAN TROOPS AND TRANSPORT THEM TO 
POINTE NOPRE FROM WHERE THE CUBANS WERE TAKEN BY BOAT 
TO LUANDA. 

F. ALSO IN LATE OCTOBER THREE SOVIET PLANES CARRYING 
MILITARY SUPPLIES AND MORE CUBAN PERSONNEL LANDED AT 
MAYA MAYA AIRBASE. 

G. DURING THE LAST WEEK IN OCTOBER LARGE QUANTITIES 
OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT WERE ON THE DOCK AT POINTE NOIRE 
INCLUDING TANKS, ARMORED VEHICLES, CARBINES, MACHINE 
GUNS AND SUB-MACHINE GUNS. 
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5. NOT ALL CUBAN MILITARY PERSONNEL ENTERING THE CONGO 
ARE MOVING DIRECTLY INTO ANGOLA. SOME ARE NEEDED FOR 
LOGISTICAL, TECHNICAL, COMMAND COMMUNICATIONS AND RE- 
LATED REAR GUARD SUPPORT FUNCTIONS. POINTE NOIRE HAS 
BECOME A MAJOR MATERIEL RECEIVING AND STORAGE CENTER FOR 
THE MPLA AND THE CUBANS HAVE ASSIGNED ONE OFFICER THE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR DIRECTING AND COORDINATING THE 
HANDLING, ASSEMBLY AND ONWARD MOVEMENT OF CUBAN TROOPS 
AND MILITARY MATERIEL. OTHER CUBAN SPECIALISTS HAVE 
REMAINED IN THE CONGO TO PROVIDE THE MPLA WITH TACTICAL 
AIR SUPPORT AGAINST THE TWO RIVAL ANGOLAN MOVEMENTS, THE 
NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF ANGOLA (FNLA) AND 

THE NATIONAL UNION FOR TOTAL INDEPENDENCE OF ANGOLA 
(UNITA). NEITHER THE FNLA NOR THE UNITA HAS ANY SUCH 
AIR CAPABILITY. APPROXIMATELY 12 NEWLY ARRIVED SOVIET 
MIG-21 AIRCRAFT ARE BEING ASSEMBLED AT THE MAYA MAYA 
AIRBASE. 

6. CUBAN TROOPS HAVE ACTUALLY PARTICIPATED IN COMBAT IN 
ANGOLA. A CUBAN ADVISOR WAS KILLED IN EARLY OCTOBER 
DURING A BATTLE WITH UNITA FORCES AT NORTON DE MATOS IN 
SOUTH CENTRAL ANGOLA. FIRST REPORTS CONCERNING THE 4 
NOVEMBER RECAPTURE FROM THE MPLA OF THE STRATEGICALLY 
IMPORTANT PORT AND RAILROAD TERMINUS OF LOBITO BY COMBINED 
UNITA/FNLA FORCES INDICATE THAT "NUMEROUS" CUBANS WERE 
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KILLED AND TWO WERE CAPTURED. CURRENT ESTIMATES OF THE 
NUMBER OF CUBANS INVOLVED INDICATE THAT APPROXIMATELY 
3,400 TROOPS WERE SENT TO THE CONGO AND ANGOLA SINCE LATE 
SEPTEMBER. 

7. ON 8 OCTOBER RICARDO ALARCON, CUBAN AMBASSADOR TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS, MADE A SPEECH TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 
WHICH HE DENOUNCED THE "CONSPIRACY OF IMPERIALISM, ITS 
ALLIES AND LACKEYS" TO FRUSTRATE DECOLONIALIZATION IN 
AFRICA AND "TO SNATCH FROM THE MPLA THE FRUITS OF ITS 
DAUNTLESS STRUGGLE." HE EMPHASIZED THAT "IT IS AN 
ELEMENTARY DUTY TO OFFER THE ANGOLANS THE EFFECTIVE 
ASSISTANCE THAT MAY BE REQUIRED FOR THAT COUNTRY TO ENSURE 
ITS TRUE INDEPENDENCE AND FULL SOVEREIGNTY." 

KISSINGER 

UNQTE KISSINGER 
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